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Introduction
I am shocked that you are turning away so soon from God, who called you to himself through the loving mercy of Christ.
You are following a different way that pretends to be the Good News, but is not the Good News at all. You are being fooled
by those who deliberately twist the truth concerning Christ.
Let God’s curse fall on anyone, including us or even an angel from heaven, who preaches a different kind of Good News
than the one we preached to you. I say again what we have said before: If anyone preaches any other Good News than the
one you welcomed, let that person be cursed.
Obviously, I’m not trying to win the approval of people, but of God. If pleasing people were my goal, I would not be
Christ’s servant.

—Galatians 1:6–10, emphasis added

Get the truth and never sell it; also get wisdom, discipline, and good judgment.
—Proverbs 23:23
Deep in my heart there is a stirring—not just a stirring that resembles a late night craving for ice cream or the feelings of boyish infatuation with a high school crush, but a true “depths of my soul” type of stirring. This stirring is for the church of the living
God to rise up and take her rightful place.
This stirring is nothing new in the hearts of those focused on the bidding of our Lord and Master Jesus Christ. Jeremiah felt
that stirring when he said: “I never joined the people in their merry feasts. I sat alone because your hand was upon me. I was filled
with indignation at their sins” (Jer. 15:17, emphasis added). The prophets of old looked at the state of Israel (picture of the modern
church) and grieved over the glory that could have been if only they had embraced their God with the same passion they embraced
the idolatry of their day.
I look at the state of the church and feel the same stirring in my heart for the return of God’s glory to His bride, the church.
When will we see our nation shaken by a fresh move of God’s precious Spirit? When will the culture around us be forced to recognize a holiness that is truly “other worldly”? When will we come to a place of desperation for God’s outpouring that makes us
willing to abandon our own plans and dreams to fall prostrate before an awesome God and cry out for His divine intervention?
As I meditated on these questions, the Holy Spirit quickened within my heart something so simple that it literally shocked me.
He said, “If the true Gospel were preached and lived with boldness, then My power would be seen as tangibly as it was seen in the
book of Acts.” Wow! I was then taken to Acts 4:29–30, where the apostles and early church prayed, “And now, O Lord, hear their
threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your word” (v. 29, emphasis added). Through this passage, the Holy
Spirit revealed several important things to me that would become the basis for this book.
The first thing that is obvious from this passage is that threats against the real Gospel are inevitable. In the New Testament,
Jesus clearly warned that because He was hated, His followers would inevitably be hated too. Persecution and resistance have been
the hallmark of Christianity from the beginning, going all the way back to Herod’s attempt to kill the newborn Jesus, to the cross
of Calvary, to the terrible persecutions of the Roman Empire, and all the way forward to modern-day martyrdom that continues
at unprecedented rates all over the globe. It was in response to such threats and persecution that the early church prayed for boldness. Perhaps if we began to preach the real Gospel in all its fullness, we too would be forced to cry out for boldness. Perhaps if we
weren’t so comfortable with our walled bastions of seclusion or “pitter-patter” messages that placate the spiritually complacent, we
would be forced to cry out for a fresh outpouring of God’s Spirit.
Second, boldness is a function of the unction. What I mean by that is simply that boldness is not a conjuring up of some sort
of fleshly hype, but a release of something within. It is an internal combustion in the spirit man that releases unusual courage and
clarity. This can be seen clearly when Stephen stood before the Sanhedrin in Acts 7 and preached the Gospel with great boldness,
even while sealing his imminent doom. He had such clarity of purpose that he physically saw the Lord Jesus giving him a standing
ovation from the throne room.

When we lack boldness, it is because we lack intimacy with the Holy Spirit. As we go about our duties and maintain our busy
lives and ministries, there is often a deep neglect in our relationship with the Holy Spirit. Peter, however, was not too busy to go on
the rooftop to pray at lunchtime and thus had a vision that changed the course of the church. Thank God for that time of prayer
and rest! Without it, the Gentile church would not exist. We need to get back to the place of true fellowship with the Holy Spirit
and His daily revelation of the Word so that we can walk in this supernatural boldness to preach the Gospel in all its fullness.
Finally, notice that in verse 30 of Acts 4, we see the mention of healing power and miraculous signs and wonders. The convincing proof that we are not preaching the Gospel fully is the lack of healing power and miraculous signs that follow the preaching of
our modern gospel. If this gospel were the real Gospel, then it would be followed by evidence of God’s power by way of healings
and miracles. Because of our thirst for influence and lack of hunger for true righteousness, we have handicapped the church from
its greatest evangelism weapon—the supernatural.

WHAT IS THE HALFGOSPEL?
Bear with me for a moment as I outline for you what I describe as the “halfGospel.” I capitalize Gospel here because it still has
remnants of the real Gospel and still produces fruit of some measure. Please do not get the idea that I am against everybody or
everything. This is not an attempt to throw out all the amazing things that are taking place, but to readjust our thinking to be more
effective in our pursuit of saving souls and building the kingdom of God.
It is not that we are preaching a false message as much as we are holding back critical elements that give the Gospel power and
punch. We have embraced the idea of motivational speaking in an attempt to always be “life-giving,” but we have abandoned the
convicting power of the Gospel. Inspiration without conviction will lead to carnal and unbelieving churchgoers who never turn
from sin and always need affirmation of their true standing with God. This sort of gospel has produced a movement of false grace
in order to soothe everyone’s guilty conscience; however, if the convicting work of the Holy Spirit were allowed to go forth in full
measure, people would turn from their grievous ways and feel the true liberty of Christ that comes only from walking in His holiness and staying free from the world. As 2 Corinthians 3:17 reminds us, “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (NKJV).
Conviction comes effortlessly as we highlight the full counsel of God as revealed in the entire Word of God and hold back no
portion of the Holy Bible in order to appease people. Nonetheless, we have seen a shift in recent years from preaching the Bible and expounding its eternal virtues to presenting interesting topics to spark the curiosity of man and backing them up with a
favorable scripture. This sort of topical preaching has grown our churches but has utterly failed to mature the body of Christ. In
a day where churches soar to grander heights of attendance then ever imagined, our anemic message has produced giant nurseries where people are never weaned from the milk of the Word—and the leaders actually want it that way. God forbid that church
members actually grow up in Christ and start doing something other than warming a pew!

HALF-STRENGTH
The halfGospel is not only an incomplete message, but it is also a message diluted in strength and handicapped from its true
life-changing power. The popular theology of our day instructs leaders who really want to grow that preaching anything controversial or confrontational is completely taboo. After all, we wouldn’t want to make anyone feel uncomfortable, would we? Heaven
forbid! John the Baptist’s call to repentance and the message of Jesus to give all to the poor and follow Him are considered not
relevant in today’s world and thus are not preached or even mentioned.
Jesus said, “Blessed is the one who is not offended by me” (Matt. 11:6 ESV). Nevertheless, we continue to hear promises of
blessing without any warning of offense against Christ. Prominent red-letter statements in the Bible like “Fall on the rock and be
broken, or it will fall on you and crush you” (Matt. 21:44, paraphrased) are laughable when put in the context of the watered-down
theology served weekly at many of our “model” churches.
We must be very wary when parts of the Word of God are deemed irrelevant or not relatable to today. Some have declared
the Old Testament outdated and weird, while others have dared to declare Jesus’ words as “under the law” and not really what we
should be preaching today. Not only is such intellectual and theological dismissal of any portion of God’s infallible Word dangerous, but it will also lead to weak and impotent sheep whose only desire is to feed on the portions of Scripture that appeal to their
intellects or can be twisted to justify the workings of their flesh.
Let us go back now to the topic of conviction and put it in the light of a gospel that is half-strength. Somehow we have managed to create an atmosphere of preaching that not only assumes everyone present is a believer, but also affirms all present as being
right with God and having no need to do anything in order to pursue repentance and holiness (we will talk more about this in
chapter 2). While it is true that God’s grace is undeserved and no works are needed to receive it, faith is required (Eph. 2:8); and
faith without action is dead (James 2:17).
There was a time when we would not serve communion in a church without first warning of the grave repercussion of eating
and drinking unworthily of the Lord’s body and blood. This was immediately followed with an altar call for salvation and recommitment. Now we see trendy times of communion that fit neatly within the context of our run sheet. Believers and unbelievers

alike are given extra encouragement that they indeed are worthy to receive the body and blood, when in fact many are not. To
affirm the righteousness (or right standing) of everyone in a room of more than ten people you intimately know to be believers is
to risk reinforcing many in a state of being unsaved, in sin, or backslidden. All of this, in the name of making people feel welcome
and comfortable, is why the Gospel has been stripped of its potency to radically change lives. This example of communion is just
one of many that I’ve chosen to highlight in this book. There could easily be a dozen or more if the point needed belaboring.

HALF-OFF
Everyone loves a good sale. I delight in finding a good bargain on the Internet. After finding my deal, I promptly tell everyone
around me about the great bargain I just got on a new pair of shoes or some trendy piece of technology. This desire to find things
for a bargain is something deep within the heart of us all. Solomon wrote in Proverbs 20:14, “The buyer haggles over the price, saying ‘It’s worthless,’ then brags about getting a bargain.”
Unfortunately, we have become expert salesmen at presenting the Gospel. We have deemed it necessary to build in extra incentive in order to get people to accept and believe in the product we are selling. For the sake of nickels and noses, we have propagated a halfGospel that is no longer built on sacrifice and suffering but boasts immediate prosperity and earthly enrichment. This
goes against the very core of what Jesus, the apostles, and the early church stood for in their application of the true Gospel message.
When we sell the Gospel at a discounted cost, we get people in the church who want to pay little or no price. We must be
faithful to warn of the hardships, persecutions, alienation, and other forms of sacrifice and suffering that come with taking up your
cross and following Jesus. In Luke 14:28, Jesus said, “Don’t begin until you count the cost.” But in fear that we might not gain a new
member or might cause someone to reject the Lord, we have repackaged the Gospel and sold it at a discounted rate.
Jesus is looking for men and women of God who will trumpet the true Gospel of Christ in all its glory and all its shame. Jesus
Himself promised in John 16:33 that “in the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world”
(NKJV). Instead of luring people to become church attenders with a half-cost gospel, we must return to inviting people to the
“fellowship of His sufferings” (Phil. 3:10 NKJV) and give them the hope that through Christ they can be overcomers and inherit
eternal life.

HALF-IN, HALF-OUT
The final element I will highlight in diagnosing the issue of the halfGospel is the level of commitment required to pursue true
holiness. In the modern church today, there is more talk of grace than ever before. Grace is an amazing thing, but it must be balanced with truth. Jesus said, “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32 NIV, emphasis added). In John
17:17, Jesus also prayed, “Make them holy by Your truth; teach them your word, which is truth” (emphasis added).
Wow! This shows us that very simply put, righteousness comes by God’s amazing grace, but sanctification or holiness, the pursuit of being like God, comes only through the revelatory truth of God’s Word. God’s Word gives us the standards that help us get
free and stay free from the snares of the enemy. If these standards are not articulated, however, then freedom does not come and
people are inevitably caught up by the “snares of the fowler” and dragged back into the bondage of sin that once held them captive.
A huge misconception and popularly taught message today is that people will be changed by the grace of God if they just hang
around long enough. While there is merit to being in God’s presence and change happening in our lives, the real roots of pride,
perversion, and greed will never be uprooted without the full measure of God’s truth being proclaimed and applied.
The definitive issue that illustrates this point best is that of homosexuality. This abominable sin is aggressively asserting itself
into every aspect of culture and, sadly, even in the church. Because of the prevailing winds of opinion, not only have many church
leaders chosen not to address this important issue, but they have also become extremely leery of anyone who would take on this
topic or even mention it from the pulpit. How can we expect to defeat this horrible bondage that has wrapped its icy tentacles
around so many of this generation if we refuse to address it head-on? Some have said this should be dealt with in private, but the
sad reality is that many will never know that they need a private discussion if they have never been taught that homosexuality is an
abominable sin according to God’s Word.
The halfGospel always finds ways to excuse and justify lack of conviction. It would even paint those who lovingly point out
the awful deceptions of the enemy as being hateful, legalistic, or out of touch. Oh, that God would raise up men and women who
would once again preach the full Gospel of righteousness through repentance and holiness through consistent application of God’s
Word! We need a fresh shaking in our day, but it will happen only when the full Gospel is preached and every jot and tittle of God’s
powerful Word is heralded with unction and love.
Maybe you are reading this book today and the Lord is shaking you out of the misconceptions of the halfGospel and calling
you back to the original intent of His call on your life to preach the glorious Gospel in all of its power, conviction, and love. True
change in the heart will be the fruit of this type of ministry. Though popularity may never be yours, the blessing of obedience

to your Lord and Master Jesus Christ will rest so heavily upon your life that everything else will seem like rubbish. Listen to the
words of the apostle Paul: “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ. . . . that I may know
him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death” (Phil. 3:8, 10 ESV, emphasis
added).

Now that we have established the definition of the halfGospel and the aspects that are lacking in it, let us turn our attention to
defining the real Gospel. The following chapters will highlight the full Gospel and continue to contrast different elements of where
we have strayed from the straight and narrow.

Chapter 1
Have you ever wondered why so many of our converts today never seem to really embrace the life of a disciple? Why do they
typically burn out in their commitment after only a short amount of time? As a youth pastor for over ten years and a pastor for fifteen, I have seen far too many people have a wonderful experience with the Lord, appear very excited about the things of God, and
then within a few short months be in a worse place than before. Watching this cycle happen over and over again stirred a hunger
in me to know how the Lord Jesus dealt with those desiring salvation. This led me on a journey of several years that I will attempt
to encapsulate for you in this chapter. We will look at key ingredients that are missing or misunderstood in our presentation of the
Gospel that have robbed it of its ability to radically change lives.
If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow me. If
you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.

—Luke 9:23
Jesus was never shy in communicating His expectations of a would-be follower. In Luke 9, we see Jesus talking at length about
the cost of following Him. When is the last time you heard someone give an invitation to Christ by articulating the cost of being
a Christian? When is the last time you heard someone promise persecution and hardship to those who accept the Gospel? This
was something Jesus made clear up front to those who wanted to follow Him. Why do we leave that for later or, more commonly,
never?
I’ve heard it said that the greatest source of conflict in a relationship comes from a difference of expectation. Much conflict
and confusion inevitably arise in the hearts of those seeking to follow Christ when they are promised a better life and all their
problems solved, but then, after giving their hearts to the Lord, all hell breaks loose against them. Jesus never dealt with this in His
ministry because He always clearly communicated the hardships and alienation that would follow a commitment to His path. On
several occasions, He even went as far as to mention being hated by the world. For instance, in John 15:18, He said, “If the world
hates you, remember that it hated me first.” Wow! Imagine that being the lead-in to our next invitation to receive Christ (or to join
our church, which sadly is our true motivation many times).

BAD NEWS, GOOD NEWS
Picking up on this theme of clear expectations, let’s go a step further in our understanding of presenting the Gospel. Years ago
I came across a message titled “Hell’s Best-Kept Secret” by evangelist Ray Comfort. This message was used mightily of the Lord in
my life, and I encourage you to listen to it at least twice. The Lord impressed on me that this message was so vital I should listen to
it ten times in order to really get the heart of it deep in my spirit. After being obedient to this prompting, my eyes were opened to
something that is so simple yet easily missed in our misguided desire to see many saved.
Without bad, there cannot be good. Without cold, there cannot be hot. These are relative terms. When speaking of the Good
News, there must be something on the other side of the equation that highlights the news as truly being good. There is a huge pull
in the church world (and by the lure of popularity) to steer away from preaching on hell and warning people of the consequences
of sin. But the Bible is clear: “The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom.
6:23). If we do not warn people of hell as the true reality of rejecting the redemption of the cross, how will they ever want or appreciate the free gift of God that has been given to them through Calvary?
Let me illustrate this point by using the awful reality of cancer. This is a word that strikes fear in the heart and has taken so
many of our precious loved ones. (Thank God we have been given victory over this awful scourge of sickness by the blood of Jesus,
so don’t think for a second I give it any prestige by using this illustration.) What if you were called into your doctor’s office and
excitedly informed about a new form of chemotherapy? What if you were told how wonderful this new drug was and encouraged
to try it? If the doctor somehow convinced you to try this new wonder drug, you would no doubt feel deceived when you experienced the reality of the side effects. You might even get angry and decide you want nothing more to do with the treatment.
But if the doctor first spoke to you about a diagnosis that was sure to cost your life and said that 100 percent of those having
this disease did not make it, you would no doubt be horrified. Your next question might well be, “Is there anything that can be
done—anything at all?” You would be willing to do anything in order to beat this terrible diagnosis and live to see another day.
At this point, if the doctor mentioned the new chemotherapy treatment, not only would you resolve to endure the side effects of
weakness, nausea, hair loss, hospitalization, etc., but you would be grateful that you had something to set your hope on.
You’re probably already ahead of me in understanding my point. We all have the deadly disease of sin. The surefire diagnosis
is that 100 percent of the time we will all die and fall short of the glorious standard of God (Rom. 3:23). We have all broken His

perfect law as given in the Ten Commandments. We are all guilty of high treason against God and His divine authority. Our only
future is one of hellfire and complete separation from God’s awesome presence.
This awful reality should scare us to the very core of our being and shake us from any apathy of heart. Once we realize this and
a plan of escape from imminent death and destruction is presented, who in their right mind would reject this way of escape? Even
if the way is difficult and requires undying loyalty and commitment to the death, our gratitude for escaping impending eternal
doom and receiving eternal life would be so great that we would never want to do anything to jeopardize our lifeline of hope.
Jesus is that Savior! He is the captain of our salvation. No matter the hardship, persecution, obstacle, or isolation, we press on
to follow Him in the only narrow way of escape given to mankind. This is the Good News! This is the context in which the Gospel
is to be presented. The halfGospel, however, would skip the bad news and jump right to the good news in order to keep from being
perceived as “negative” or not preaching a “life-giving” message.

NARROW GATE, NARROW WAY
You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the
many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.

—Matthew 7:13–14
These words of Jesus force us into a clearer picture of the task before us and the response we can expect. Not that we should
ever be discouraged or expect small things from the preaching of the Gospel, but there is an aspect of expectation that must be
adjusted in order to stay out of the halfGospel trap. We have a responsibility to present the way of the cross as a narrow way. That
narrow way opens up through the narrow gate of the cross. You cannot fit through the gate of the cross with anything except your
trust in Christ. Your baggage from the world, hurt from the past, trouble in the present, and ambition for the future must all be
laid down before you can enter this narrow gate. If the cross is not put before people as a narrow gate that opens into a narrow way,
people will innocently but incorrectly assume that they can carry their baggage, hurt, failures, and ambitions with them as they
pursue the life of holiness in Christ.
In Luke 9:57–62, we see three different interactions of would-be followers with Jesus, and in all three situations, Jesus articulated the narrow gate of the cross and seemingly talked them out of following Him. The first would-be follower (or “seeker” in today’s
terminology) told the Lord he would follow Him wherever He went, but Jesus sensed that the man had the wrong idea. He mistakenly thought comfort and glamour would define his journey with Jesus, so Jesus promptly let him know that “the Son of Man has
no place even to lay His head” (v. 58).
The second would-be follower was waiting on an inheritance from his father and wanted to have plenty of money in his pockets before he struck out with the Master. Jesus told him, “Let the spiritually dead bury their own dead! Your duty is to go and
preach about the Kingdom of God” (v. 60). In other words, Jesus was saying, “Money and right timing don’t factor into the mandate you have to go and do what I’ve called you to do as My follower.” Ouch!
The final would-be follower was having a hard time letting go of his close relationships and wanted to maintain these connections while following the Master. Jesus told him that unless he gave up these distractions and focused only on his duty to the Lord,
he would not be fit for the kingdom (v. 62). Wow! When is the last time you heard a minister (including yourself, if you are a minister) actually spell out the real implication of following Christ in such a way that people actually considered the cost and decided
not to move forward?
In the end, Jesus taught that it is better for people to say no in the moment, count the cost for a season, and then make a surefire commitment that is lasting and meaningful rather than making a hasty emotional decision that is abandoned quickly. This was
the point of Jesus’ parable of the two sons in Matthew 21:28–31. One son was told to go work in the fields and initially said no, but
later he was obedient to the task given by his father. The other son initially said yes, but he never followed through to do the work
assigned by the father.
Saying yes to Jesus is the easy part. It’s walking the narrow way that is difficult. Many will give a verbal yes or check a box in the
bulletin to indicate they are interested in serving Christ, but when it comes to really proclaiming His lordship over their lives, they
don’t exert any real effort. However, when the cost of being a true follower of Christ is made plain and a person still decides to give
his or her whole life to the lordship of Christ, we have the beginnings of something powerful. One true follower of Christ is better
than ninety-nine who make hasty commitments and then give up or never follow through.

POINT OF DECISION

If anyone is ashamed of me and my message in the adulterous and sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that
person when he returns in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.

—Mark 8:38
Now that we have discussed some of the important dynamics of the Gospel presentation and how to avoid some of the pitfalls
of the halfGospel, let’s move onward to the type of response we should look for in those receiving the Good News. There are a couple of elements in our present philosophy that I would like to examine more closely. The first is the premise that we should never
want to embarrass anyone or single anyone out. At what point did getting saved become about being comfortable and everything
being “between us and God”? If Jesus Himself was publicly baptized and hung naked on a cross, then why would we ever build our
invitation to Christ around the idea that we don’t want to require anyone to take a bold stand for Him?
I remember vividly the first time I visited a church where at the end of the service the pastor said, “We would never embarrass
you by asking you to come forward to the altar.” It was like hearing a foreign language! I agree that not everyone has to be saved at
an altar call or even in a church, but it is the principle at work that we need to examine. In Mark 8:38, Jesus was saying that if you
can’t stand for Him in the initial excitement of conversion, how will you ever stand for Him when the heat of the world and the
trials of life come knocking at your door? You won’t!
We live in a day where checking a box in the bulletin is the only faith needed to be saved, yet we can’t understand why only
2 percent of professing Christians share their faith. It seems pretty obvious to me! Checking a box on a bulletin in complete privacy and anonymity was never the intention of Christ when He challenged us to take up our cross and follow Him. Nor was it the
stance of the early church when they preached the Good News and called for repentance of sin and immediate baptism to show
complete death to self and resurrection in Christ. There is something very healthy about putting yourself out there for Jesus that
sets a tone for the rest of your walk with Christ.
Let’s bring things into the context of the persecuted church. Would people be willing to give their lives for the Gospel if the
conversion experience was based merely on checking a box on a paper handout? I think not! The least thing people can do is make
a public declaration that they are leaving a life of sin and shame behind in order to follow our glorious Savior! He gave His best for
us on the cross, and we must do anything and everything we can to respond in like kind to His amazing sacrifice.
As ministers of the Gospel, we need a rebirth of passion to see people truly and publicly repent and turn to the knowledge of
Christ. This cuts against the grain of temporary church-growth methodology but falls in line with the Word of God and two thousand years of making true followers of Christ. Once again, I’m not saying that walking up to the front of a church is the only way
of salvation, but I am simply using this illustration to make the point that experiencing some “embarrassment” in the salvation
experience is not so bad.
What would you think of a man who wanted to get married yet wanted no one to witness his vow of covenant? That person
would be suspect to me, and I sure would question his commitment. When I married, I wanted everyone to see and hear that I was
making a lifelong covenant to my beautiful Amie! So should our salvation experience be.
Another practice that we must examine is that of leading people in a prayer and then declaring that they are indeed saved.
Only God knows their hearts, and He alone can decide if they truly have released their faith in His finished work on the cross. It
is not for us to assume that just because people pray a prayer, they are now saved. We must be very careful not to jump to conclusions or lead others to falsely identify their experience as being all they need to go to heaven, because this is the job of the Holy
Spirit.
When people are in the process of being born again, there must be a supernatural awareness, as the old song “Blessed Assurance” so beautifully expresses, that Jesus is truly theirs and they are His. We should never take the place of the Holy Spirit by
declaring something over someone’s life that is not ours to declare. To declare someone’s salvation may sound good to our ears and
the ears of those responding, but it is an issue that must be walked out and not just talked out. No doubt, the confession of faith is
very important, but we never know the state of mind or heart of those who respond to a call to receive Christ and must therefore
allow the Master to draw them to Himself. We must allow Him to do the miraculous work of redemption without jumping in to
“call the match.”
As we close this chapter, please know my heart is not to point a finger at any person or group, but to look at my own life and
ministry to give room for the Holy Spirit to make changes and reveal new insights concerning the awesome responsibility of presenting the Good News. Jesus gave His best and His all, and the only proper response is to give our full attention to presenting His
sacrifice in its purest form.

The halfGospel will, in the end, rob many of the joy of their salvation and cause them to be disillusioned with a gospel that is
not really the Gospel. Let’s give this Good News in all its fullness and let the chips fall as they may! Jesus is the Lord of the harvest,
and He will be the one to do the supernatural work in the hearts of those who believe. Our job is to be obedient and faithful to
present His plan of redemption in the clearest and most concise way.
And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.

—John 12:32

Chapter 2
THE HOLY CLUB
In 1730, John Wesley formed a group dubbed as the “Holy Club.” This was a band of devoted disciples that would eventually
shake the world with their fervor for Christ. The Holy Club was built upon tenets of daily Scripture reading, prayer, accountability,
and fasting until 3 p.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays. Their tenacious pursuit of the Lord Jesus both brought them deeper in relationship with Him and stirred up great opposition from many different streams. This is the pattern of the Gospel! Men and women
who abandon all for the sake of the Gospel find themselves both surrounded by His glorious presence and opposed on every front.
Somehow we have cooked up a new formula for the Gospel that miraculously removes all opposition. However, this opposition is not the only thing lacking. The practice of drawing near to God is also missing. True resistance is the product of drawing
close to the Almighty; when that drawing close is no longer present, the resistance seems to magically disappear. Jesus said in John
15:19: “The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to
come out of the world, so it hates you.”
There is a natural progression that happens when people pursue the Master, the epitome of someone who has come out of the
world. First, they abandon all to pursue His will and presence. Then, they saturate themselves with His glorious presence. Once
endued with the power from on high that comes from being in His presence, they begin to proclaim the truth of the Gospel in all
its richness and power. Immediately following this, persecution begins!
Acts 9 is a perfect illustration of this cycle. Paul, then known as Saul, was radically converted, waited for the restoration of sight
(revelation of the true Gospel) and the infilling of the Holy Spirit, and then went out to boldly proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Almost as soon as he began this preaching tangent, he was threatened with death. Notice that as long as he persecuted the church,
he was under no such threat, but when he began the eternal work of saving souls from darkness, the persecution came hard and
swift and never relented. The hardships listed in 2 Corinthians 11 chronicles that all through Paul’s life, he lived the fulfillment of
Ananias’s prophetic words: “I will show him how much he must suffer for my name’s sake” (Acts 9:16).
As a prophetic voice in this hour, I can see that many have chosen the easy path of man’s approval instead of the highway of
holiness that leads to repentance and salvation. There is a way in which the Word of God can be twisted and manipulated—yes,
manipulated—to fit a carnal philosophy of self-motivation and selfish ambition. Sadly, many vessels start out wanting to do what
is right in obedience to the call of God but are soon led astray by pride and insecurity. Some heed voices that lead them away from
their first love in Christ and convince them of a “better way” to reach people. This always involves the counterfeit love of God that
requires never upsetting anyone or causing backlash from the confrontation of sin.
For reference to Jesus’ style of ministry, however, let’s look at Mark 1:15, one of my favorite verses from the preaching ministry of Jesus: “ ‘The time promised by God has come at last!’ he announced. ‘The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and
believe the Good News!’ ” Jesus did not play around with sin or excuse it in any way. He immediately attacked the issue of sin and
gave the cure for its awful grip by proclaiming repentance (a subject we will look at more thoroughly in the next chapter).

WHERE ARE THE HOLY MEN?
Do not have your concert first, and then tune your instrument afterwards. Begin the day with the Word of God and
prayer, and get first of all into harmony with Him.
—Hudson Taylor
The Lord is calling men and women of God back to the walk of holiness—to live true holiness before God and man that looks
like authentic Christianity without strict rules and regulations. This requires self-imposed boundaries of sound biblical wisdom
and strong relational accountability that willingly surrenders every area of life to input or correction. When we bring our lives
back into this walk of holiness, we truly position ourselves to lead others in their spiritual walks. In a day where so much is written
and talked about concerning leadership, hardly ever do we hear the basic fundamentals of living a holy, godly life.
God is looking for those who will once again take up the mantle of a “holy man,” one who is devoted completely to God and
leaves no room for any other interpretation. These are those who have given their lives as living sacrifices to the Lord, holy and
acceptable unto Him, and who never try to regain the right to govern or direct their steps. “The steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord,” says Psalm 37:23 (NKJV, emphasis added). This means we must be willing to take His orders if we want to walk in the
steps that He has laid out.
When we follow in the steps of Jesus our Lord, abandoning all for the sake of His call on our lives, people will once again
reverence the label of “man of God.” In our pursuit of relevance, however, we have taken steps we thought were small, but in reality
caused us to drift from the standard that should be held by one graced to proclaim the Gospel.

One such step is illustrated by a pastor who encouraged his congregation to stop calling him “pastor.” He was just “one of
them,” he said. I think this is a huge fundamental error. The job of the priests was to teach the people the difference between that
which was common and that which was holy (Ezek. 44:23). They were to be the instructors of holiness, so to speak. When we
make the man or woman of God who declares the oracles of God common or normal, then we place the value of what they say as
common or normal. This opens up the Word of God for debate and input from everyone and leads us down a slippery slope.
Another small example pertains to the dress attire of ministers today. Don’t get me wrong. I love my jeans and trendy wear as
much as the next guy, but when we get to the point where we lose our dignity behind the holy desk, we need to rethink things. By
no means am I advocating that we all go back to the “bishop” suits of the nineties, but I do feel that proper attire is required for
someone who wants to be the bearer of God’s Word to the flock of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Please hear my heart in this and understand that I am not on a campaign to change dress attire or have people use big titles,
which are usually just a pride thing anyway. I am talking about restoring a mind-set that would cause first ourselves, then those in
our care, and finally those in the world around us to realize there is something different about us—and that difference is holiness!

REACH THE LOST AT ANY COST?
In the past, we have heard this statement as a rallying cry for going out and doing whatever it takes—even giving our lives—to
reach people for the Gospel. Images of Hudson Taylor leaving behind the wealth and prestige of England to embrace the life of
a missionary in China come to mind. Then there are the images of the great George Whitefield, great evangelist friend of John
Wesley, preaching to open fields of thousands and people being shaken by the power of God and weeping in true godly sorrow.
In more recent history, we are moved by images of Mother Teresa embracing the outcasts and discarded in the streets of Calcutta
and bringing God’s unending love to those who have never known any love at all. This was the heart in which this rallying cry was
birthed. But, as is always the plan of the enemy, even this admirable cry has become polluted with the philosophies of man and
religious justifications.
There seems to be a job-description crisis for the modern generational minister that must be addressed and clarified in order to see a renewed sense of progress in the kingdom. Is it the job of the preacher-proclaimer to befriend everyone and convince
them of God’s love and grace with no obligation to God’s standard? Is it a sign of success in ministry to gain favor with high-profile
celebrities and “serve” them by being their friend while never confronting the issues of sin that the enemy is using to lead them
astray? Is it the job of a minister of the Gospel to figure out how to water down the message enough to reach everyone and not
alienate anyone with a Gospel that Jesus described as a narrow way?
With some of the most popular (yes, popular) ministers and evangelists today preaching a halfGospel that makes most success
seminars look radical, great confusion exists as to whether or not we are to hold the line of holiness. Should we release the Holy
Spirit to take the Gospel and convict, convince, and judge (see John 16:8), or should we simply present the pleasant tenets of our
faith and lead people to believe that they are right with God or will be okay without deep repentance? All of this is the confusion of
the enemy! Obviously, this is his attempt to keep the real Gospel hidden. He hides Gospel truth behind the illusion of a man-centered message that has everything to do with acceptance and emotion and nothing to do with sacrifice and surrender.
Somehow we have taken the responsibility to reach the lost and made it a catch-all justification for any type of behavior or
fraternization with people of fame and fortune that suits our purpose. May God forgive us! Holy Spirit, lead us back to the perfect
intention of Jesus as shown in the Holy Scriptures. Lead us back to deep fellowship with the person of Christ that we might portray
His heart to the lost with precision and courage.
I see a new day dawning when men and women will return to their prayer closets for a true empowerment to preach the Gospel with all boldness and signs following. I see a day when the power of the Holy Spirit is once again recognized as the key ingredient to successful ministry, not the number of followers on social media or a speaking invitation to the latest conference. Oh, that
God would pour out His Spirit afresh and wash away everything that does not point to the Lamb of God with reckless abandon!
May the refining fire of the One who baptizes in fire be released to burn up all the chaff of wrong thinking and pour down a refreshing deluge of truth that will sweep the hardest heart into the arms of the loving Savior!
His power is eternal. His love is unending. His ways never change. His Gospel is alive and well today, and men and women will
be raised up to preach it in all its rawness and profound beauty. Praise be to the living God!

TAKING ON THE TOUGH STUFF
The first duty of the gospel preacher is to declare God’s law and to show the nature of sin.
—Martin Luther
It is a poor sermon that gives no offense; that neither makes the hearer displeased with himself nor with the preacher.

—George Whitefield
As the Lord has used me over the years to reach literally tens of thousands of young people in my city and around the world,
a consciousness of the great need to address sin and its consequences has always been there. We live in a day where the subject of
eternal judgment is shunned like the plague (ironic) and promises of flowers and fun seems to pervade every halfGospel presentation. As young ministers (those whom I feel especially called to) try to establish their Gospel DNA, it is easy for them to look at
those who seem successful and trend toward their style and philosophy. I believe we need to dig a little deeper and look to men
like evangelist Reinhard Bonnke and the late revivalist Steve Hill for models of true kingdom success and lives that emanate the
holiness of God in every way. These men have never shied away from the topic of hell and God’s judgment on sin. Matter of fact,
they have highlighted it with great care in order to make the grace of our Lord Jesus truly amazing and the fear of our awesome
God real to those who have never heard or listened.
The preaching of the full Gospel requires us to dive headfirst into the implications of our sin. “For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). Notice that we always see the problem presented
before the solution. Not to belabor the point, but it needs to be solidly anchored in our presentation with nothing distracting or
deterring us from this pivotal point. It is so easy to convince ourselves, as proclaimers of the Good News, that the subject of hell
and eternal judgment has nothing to do with the Good News. Quite to the contrary—the Good News is not good news unless we
are faithful to proclaim why it is good news. This is fundamental. Jesus never shied away from talking about hell. In fact, he mentioned hell and judgment much more than He mentioned heaven!
As ministers of hope and reconciliation, we do as Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:20: “We speak for Christ when we plead, ‘Come
back to God!’ ” Our message is not to provide comfort in the midst of sin, but to provide the measure of discomfort necessary to
shake those blinded by the deceiver to come out of darkness and into the marvelous light of the Gospel. You may think this is all
semantics, but there is a world of difference in these two types of thinking. Many have mistakenly embraced the preaching of a
halfGospel that seeks to convince people of God’s love and unending grace before they ever understand why they need it! We have
gotten the cart before the horse, so to speak. However, Jesus clearly said in John 18:8 that the Holy Spirit comes first to convict of
sin, then of God’s righteousness, and then of the judgment to come. This is a formula for Gospel presentation that works with the
Holy Spirit, who is the ultimate agent of salvation.
First, He convicts of sin. Sin must be articulated and pointed out. Yes, this will make people uncomfortable, but that is a necessary part of the process. If they are comfortable, then why would they even feel a need the Gospel? Try selling water to a man
living next to a river! However, position him in the desert and point out his desperate situation and things will be quite different.
The conviction of sin is the main component missing in the halfGospel. It is what compelled me to write this book. It is the part of
evangelism that we have abandoned and in so doing have forsaken the blueprint of the New Testament (see Acts 2:37–38). Conviction of sin is not a bad thing; it is a miracle that happens supernaturally when the truth of the Gospel is proclaimed and the Holy
Spirit bears witness. This is the only avenue for true change. No amount of time being in or around church can compensate for one
encounter with the convicting power of God’s Holy Spirit.
God’s righteousness comes next. This is the amazing news that by grace and through personal faith in Christ’s finished work
on the cross, we can receive right standing (righteousness) with God the Father. This is the part of the Gospel where so many have
concentrated their message, and it is a great part of the story—but not the only part. It is like serving a dessert as the entrée and
forgetting about all the other parts of the meal. Of course, more people are drawn to this type of halfGospel. God forbid, but we
have used the seeming success of this method to authenticate our abandonment of the convicting work of the Holy Spirit.
If you have a park full of children and two food trucks pull up, one of which serves ice cream and the other, broccoli and cauliflower, which truck will have the longer line? That’s easy. Kids will choose ice cream any day of the week over vegetables, especially
broccoli and cauliflower! Will that ice cream lead them to good health and long life? No! Will the vegetables? Yes! So the fact that
more choose a halfGospel that offers no truth about sin and its consequences doesn’t prove it is more effective, but actually proves
that it is false. It becomes a broad highway that directly contradicts Jesus’ articulation of a narrow road. Even sadder is that anyone
who preaches in a way that lines up with Jesus’ narrow way is labeled “narrow-minded” and “religious.”
Finally, the Holy Spirit speaks of the judgment to come. A day of reckoning is surely coming, not only for those who have been
led astray by the preaching of a halfGospel, but for those who have unintentionally led people down that wrong path. James warns
in James 3:1, “Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers in the church, for we who teach will be judged
more strictly.” A stricter measure of judgment will be applied to those entrusted to proclaim the Good News. Will we be found
to have faithfully proclaimed the full counsel of God and the truth that sets men free, or will we have settled for a watered-down,
popularity-built halfGospel that increased our following while making many feel right? In the end, they will still be in sin and separated from the very eternal life we were supposed to proclaim.
Let us each allow the Holy Spirit to whisper in our hearts concerning His perfect mind on salvation and all things related to
the kingdom. Let us never tune out or turn off the small, still voice that would lead us into a powerful, Jesus-centered Gospel presentation with no halfGospel influence. Let us abandon all fleshly motives that we might produce solid, committed believers to the
cause of our great Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Let there be a return of the holy men!

Chapter 3
Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your
cross daily, and follow me.”

—Luke 9:23

Unless you repent, you will perish too.

—Luke 13:5
If you want to be my disciple, you must hate everyone else by comparison—your father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple. And if you do not carry your own cross
and follow me, you cannot be my disciple.

—Luke 14:26–27, emphasis added
All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the
Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.

—Acts 2:42, emphasis added

CLUB MEMBERS, CONVERTS, AND CHRISTIANS
Growing up, there was nothing I enjoyed more than when we loaded our large family into our fifteen-passenger van and headed out for a day in town. This was our monthly family ritual, and the day held many exciting elements, including an all-you-caneat Mexican buffet featuring hot sopapillas and honey for dessert. One of the most anticipated stops was our visit to Sam’s Club
to acquire the bulk of our monthly groceries—and with six kids, this was no small bulk! It seemed like there was no end to all the
cool stuff in that big square box of a place. Better yet, it was all cheaper than anywhere else you could find it!
The climax of the encounter for us kids was, without a doubt, the free samples, especially of food products. We would run
around the store and locate all the samples and decide which ones to try first. From hot meatballs to party sausages to fruity
drinks, the vast array never disappointed, and we felt like we were in the coolest place on earth. My dad, being the amazing dad
that he was, did not allow us to run wild and sample everything as many times as we liked. We would have cleaned them out in
five minutes, had he allowed it! So we were very careful to choose which sample to savor first and which one to save for last. Oh,
the joys of going to Sam’s Club every month! I still look back on those days with great fondness, and to this day, I feel a nostalgic
rush of excitement anytime I go to Sam’s Club.
My point in this story is to illustrate the next phase of where I feel the halfGospel has failed and begin to lay the foundation of
how to get back on track with our conversion methodology. We have somehow upgraded the church to a big social club with benefits too hard to pass up for those considering joining. From our big buildings that consume most of our former missions budget
to discount rates on eternal life and earthly happiness, we have formed a spiritual Sam’s Club that attracts many to its benefits yet
cultivates little interest in knowing the founder in an intimate way. As a boy, I never once thought about Sam Walton, who he was
or what he might be like. All I thought about was his amazing building, cheap prices, and of course those free samples.
There is nothing wrong with having nice buildings, offering programs galore, and handing out “free samples” of wisdom on life
issues, but the bottom line is that there is no club membership in the kingdom of God. Sadly, in today’s church, although some have
radically devoted themselves to the cause of Christ, many others have merely joined some sort of social club. Down on their luck
or looking for a sense of community to bring more fulfillment to their lives, they have come in to sample the goodies—and eternal
life is certainly a nice added bonus.

In a day where the consumer is king, we have merchandised the Gospel in order to drive up the volume of sales (nickels and
noses) in our churches. If we would get honest with ourselves and truly evaluate the level of commitment present in most Western
believers, we would find true passion for Christ sorely lacking and clear understanding of who He is and wants to be in their lives
pitiful.
Going one step further, we see a trend away from altar calls and anything else that might force a public statement of commitment (see chapter 1). Yet somehow we feel as if we are accomplishing a worthy goal by merely adding people to the church, so
we calculate conversions numerically without ever inspecting the true fruit of changed lives. What if we did not count people as
“saved” until they had been in the local church for one year with a consistent tithing record and true relational accountability?
What would our numbers be then? Would we boast of great masses that were “converted” at Easter, or would we have to rethink
our whole definition of people “coming to the Lord”?
My father, Pastor Larry Stockstill, is one of the greatest pastors and leaders in our nation. In 2002, he was invited to spend a
day at one of the five largest ministries in America. His mission was to train them in small-group ministry. Dad asked my brother
Jonathan and me to go with him, and never passing up a chance to tag along with Dad, off we went to see this spectacular ministry. As we arrived that morning and were brought up to speed, something shocking was said that has stuck with me to this day.
The ministry team joyfully shared with us that they were seeing between 1,200 to 1,500 persons saved each month in their
weekly services. For this, we rejoiced and praised God. Then my father asked, “How many are you baptizing?” This was a logical
question coming from a seasoned pastor with great experience in church growth and the assimilation of new converts. The answer
was “Twelve to fifteen.” We assumed at first they meant twelve hundred to fifteen hundred, but after further questioning, we realized they meant twelve to fifteen people total!
Then things got even worse when we asked them how often baptism took place. To our amazement, the answer was “Every
quarter”! So out of thousands of people who made a decision, only twelve to fifteen even took the time to show up for baptism in
a heated baptistery in an air-conditioned building? (Why, I’ve seen precious Chinese believers go out in the middle of night, under threat of torture and death if caught, break through a foot of ice in the local river to lay hold of the pure bliss of obedience to
Christ’s first command of baptism.) How could it be that these “converts” were making a decision for the Lord Jesus that was so
temporal and shallow that they could not bother to show up and be baptized in all the conveniences of a $25-million facility?
This illustration helps us to see part of the dilemma we are facing in our modern application of the Gospel. The halfGospel is
not producing lifelong Christians (“little Christs”), but half-baked pies that are neither good to eat nor useful for any other purpose. We are inoculating people to the potency of the true Gospel by giving them a diluted dose. Then, when the real thing comes
along, they resist it and many times reject it altogether. It would be better for them to hear the real Gospel first, even if they temporarily reject the difficult commitment of giving up their lives, only to come back later and make a true commitment with full
knowledge, than to make a hasty commitment and never follow through because of the difficulties that are sure to follow.
Other seed fell among the rocks. It began to grow, but the plant soon wilted and died for lack of moisture.

—Luke 8:6
The seeds on the rocky soil represent those who hear the message and receive it with joy (not godly sorrow). But since
they don’t have deep roots, they believe for a while, then they fall away when they face temptation.

—Luke 8:13, emphasis added

SALVATION BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE LETTER R
As we dive deeper into the heart of the issue, please don’t think I am advocating a certain style or method of ministry. This
book is about examining the heart of our present situation and finding any element that can be improved to better reflect the pattern given in the New Testament.

Repentance
Now repent of your sins, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. Then times of refreshment will come

from the presence of the Lord, and he will again send you Jesus, your appointed Messiah.

—Acts 3:19, emphasis added
What a picture we see painted by the apostle Peter in his second sermon to the Jews! He began his salvation call by reinforcing
the message he had heard so boldly declared by John the Baptist and then his Master, Jesus—repent! This means displaying godly
sorrow for our sins. In our sin, we have all disappointed and infuriated a holy God, who created us to love and obey Him. This failure to honor Him and follow His instruction has, for the most part, been completely ignored in our modern-day attempt to reach
the lost.
In the last chapter, I dealt primarily with the approach of the minister in presenting the message, but in this chapter, I want to
examine the response of the would-be believer. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 7:8–9:
I am not sorry that I sent that severe letter to you, though I was sorry at first, for I know it was painful to you for a little while.
Now I am glad I sent it, not because it hurt you, but because the pain caused you to repent and change your ways. It was the kind of
sorrow God wants his people to have, so you were not harmed by us in any way. For the kind of sorrow God wants us to experience
leads us away from sin and results in salvation. (emphasis added)
Wow! What a passage to define what we are discussing. Godly sorrow is what the Lord is looking for in order for people to
repent and turn away from sin. If potential believers hear only of the goodness of God without ever feeling the weight of their
previous sentence to eternal destruction, the joy of the moment will be short lived and the cost of their newfound freedom never
grasped. But when they feel the awful weight of sin on their backs, as Christian did in the great book Pilgrim’s Progress, they can
then truly rejoice in the miraculous work of the Savior who lifts the load and washes their sins away. Basking in the true joy of this
mighty deliverance, they set out to please Christ their deliverer with every breath they take.

Redemption
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.

—Romans 5:8
Then Naomi said to her, “Just be patient, my daughter, until we hear what happens. The man won’t rest until he has
settled things today.”

—Ruth 3:18, emphasis added

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

—Romans 5:8 ESV

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.

—John 15:13 ESV
This is the part of the story that thrills the heart. This is the part that makes up the “good” portion of the Good News. This is
the arena that many have missed in the past with their tirades of hellfire and damnation and no revelation on this amazing subject.

This is why we sing “Amazing Grace.”
This is what astounds the hearts of men: God sending His only Son to die for wicked and sinful humanity. He did this with
absolutely no promise of reciprocation of His love and sacrifice. Just as Boaz, a picture of Christ our redeemer, would not rest until
he had settled things in providing a place for Ruth, so Christ did not stop until He accomplished the complete work of salvation on
the cross. Had He stopped short of His final act of love on Calvary, all His teachings, miracles, and time spent on earth would have
fallen hopelessly short of redeeming one single person from the awful grip of sin.
But Christ, by His death on the cross, redeemed us from the curse of the law and set us free to live a life guided by the Holy
Spirit. This new life brings forth such amazing fruits of God’s nature that it should daily blow our minds! The fact that God now
walks again with His creation in the cool of the day and whispers into their hearts His ever- beckoning calls to fellowship is truly
the mystery of the ages. Greater than any universal physics problem or biological dilemma that completely overwhelms the brightest of minds, the love of Jesus for a lost and hurting world is the greatest mystery of all. Let us never take this lightly or allow it to
become common, for it is truly the greatest act of love ever shown. There is no greater love than for a man to lay down His life for
a friend (John 15:13).
Once people have felt the true weight of their crimes against God and repented of their sins, they can then turn to God and
begin a walk with Him founded on their overwhelming gratitude for His finished work. I cannot stress enough the importance of
the chain of events in salvation. People cannot be called to turn to God when they have not yet turned from sin. They will become
like those sent to inhabit Samaria after the Israelites were deported by the great king of Assyria (2 Kings 17). They worshipped
foreign gods from their homelands and thus the Lord sent lions among them. They petitioned the king for help, and he sent them
a priest who taught them how to worship the Lord along with their other gods. They simply added Jehovah to their list of gods and
kept right on going. This stopped the lions but did not help the people spiritually. In fact, hundreds of years later in Jesus’ time, the
Jews still refused to have anything to do with Samaritans (see John 4) because of their perceived impurity of worship toward the
one true God.
The Redeemer must be embraced completely and fully, with no room for any previous god or new god. Jesus must sit on the
throne of our heart, and there can be no other beside Him. He is the one who paid the ultimate price. He is the one who desperately loves us as His sheep. He is the only one qualified to be the captain of our salvation. Let us turn to Him fully and completely and
stay so transfixed by the gaze of His beautiful face that no longing for any other entity could ever gain a foothold in our heart.
Our Redeemer is complete. Our redemption is total. His love for us was set in stone and our eternity sealed by His blood. Receiving this awesome work is the greatest joy of humanity. We could search the world over but would never find a love that begins
to compare (Song of Sol. 8:7). He is the eternal lover of our souls, and we will spend eternity with Him as His bride in complete joy
and pleasure forevermore.

Refreshing
Then times of refreshment will come from the presence of the Lord.

—Acts 3:20
The presence of the Lord is the sustaining power of God to those on the path of righteousness. It is the hydration tent for those
running the marathon of salvation. Without this refreshing, there is no way to make it to the finish line of eternity. Why is it that
so many have failed to partake of this refreshing and thus burn out so quickly? They have not gotten the repentance and turning
aspects right!
When a person comes to Christ according to the plan of God, an automatic release of refreshing and a consistent desire for
more of this glorious refreshing take place. Just as a healthy newborn baby will immediately desire feeding, so a newborn Christian who has been birthed through the womb of repentance and lovingly placed in the arms of the Redeemer will desire the refreshing of God’s presence.
How is it that we live in a day of more emphasis than ever on worship, but less on God’s refreshing presence? We have more
worship albums, better singers, more sophisticated technology, and belabored run sheets, but very little, if any, of God’s refreshing
presence that is needed for survival on the journey to the Celestial City. Sadly, because of the lack of exposure to and desire for the
real thing, we have created a “greenhouse” environment for the presence of God. It is filled with hype and moves the emotions but
never accomplishes what Jesus spoke of in John 4: worship in Spirit and in truth.
Worship in the Spirit gives no attention to soulish or intellectual entities and requires full surrender to the person of Christ.
This is the place of true refreshing! This type of surrender is heightened by the proclamation of God’s full counsel as given in His
Word. Those listening are washed by the water of the Word and grow even more sensitive to the Master’s voice. The truth has to be

preached consistently and loudly so that those beginning their journey, as well as those well on their way, can continue to discern
the narrow path and stay on course with God’s call to eternal life.
The halfGospel will always rob new converts and those trying to draw closer to God of the joy of refreshing. What seems like a
better way to get someone in the race eventually robs them of the ability to finish it!

Chapter 4
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
—John 15:8 ESV
Jeshua’s clothing was filthy as he stood there before the angel. So the angel said to the others standing there, “Take off
his filthy clothes.” And turning to Jeshua he said, “See, I have taken away your sins, and now I am giving you these fine new
clothes.”
Then I said, “They should also place a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean priestly turban on his head and
dressed him in new clothes while the angel of the LORD stood by.
—Zechariah 3:3–5
Everyone knows the story “The Emperor’s New Clothes.” The emperor was so driven to find new ways of expanding his regal
reputation that he was deceived into buying a suit of imaginary clothes from two crafty salesmen. After donning his “new clothes,”
he rode out to impress his subjects, wearing nothing but his underwear! This little story has a powerful message pertaining to the
present subject of the halfGospel.
The enemy is a crafty salesman and desires to use the ego and ambition of spiritual leaders to deceive them into propagating a
halfGospel that has no tangible results (“fruit,” in biblical terminology). Sadly, the world is watching and can see right through our
little church charade. They can tell whether lives are truly being changed or whether we are merely building religious social clubs
that become the kingdoms of men. When we declare that the Gospel has the power to change lives, yet nothing happens but the
addition of religion to the lives of people still needing change, the world sits back and scoffs. It’s time to wake up and put on the
garment of righteousness and the turban of sanctification (Zechariah 3) so that the world can truly see the transforming power of
God in action. His tangible love and power-producing results in our lives will be the greatest testimony the world can see.

GAME CHANGER
The Gospel has and always will be a game changer—not a subtle game changer like a momentum shift in a football game, but
something more like the dropping of the two atomic bombs to end World War II. The Gospel is the atom bomb of the Spirit that
brings an explosion of divine life (zoe). The zoe of God not only destroys the works of the devil, but also releases the creative power of God to release God’s perfect purpose.
The Gospel is the most powerful weapon that mankind has ever seen. When it entered the world through the ministry of Jesus,
it immediately began to set off massive detonations of God’s love. This love was so potent that it overcame the rampant legalism of
the Jewish nation and the unparalleled military might of the Roman Empire. There is nothing that the Gospel cannot overcome!
In our attempt to keep up with the times or be seen as relevant to our culture, we have gotten away from the use of this powerful weapon and settled instead for “new clothes.” These new clothes seem to bring people into the kingdom without requiring the
radical process of conversion that was a hallmark of Christianity in the New Testament. These new clothes promise large numbers
yet lack the power to change lives, giving us a false sense of confidence that we really have something the world desires. In the end,
these new clothes will only bring greater reproach on the name of Jesus and expose the church for the fraudulent halfGospel that it
has proclaimed.
This is why so many “believers” instantly fall away from the faith. This is why so many “ministers” fall into a lifestyle of sin and
end up in public disgrace. The Gospel is not just about what or how things are preached initially, but how things are lived from the
moment it is first heard and received.

WHERE’S THE PROOF?
Salvation seems to be one of those things that will always remain intangible in measuring its true impact on a new believer.
But, as many times is the case, things are not as intangible as they first appear. There are many concrete ways that a new believer
can be evaluated in order to determine if the radical change of new birth has taken a supernatural hold. Without spending too
much time on this topic, I have chosen two simple tests that give both short-term and long-term validity to our evaluation process.

Baptism: The Short-Term Test
Our Lord Jesus, in all His glorious brilliance, declared in Mark 16:16, “Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved” (emphasis added). By no means do I mean to imply that the act of baptism is necessary for the new birth; nonetheless, it is an inseparable companion to the experience. Our Lord knew that people needed something tangible to accompany their faith in Him to
give them and everyone else visible proof that they were on the narrow path. Baptism is about obedience, and obedience is about
lordship. It is not enough to know Jesus as Savior. We must move forward to the true relationship that will carry us all the way to
eternal life—knowing Him as Lord.
When someone comes to Christ, whether in a church, on a street corner, or in a home, that person must then follow the Lord
in New Testament baptism. Baptism is something that requires humility; it is not something that an arrogant person wants to do.
Baptism is also a conscious choice, something planned and entered into in all seriousness. You cannot passively get baptized. You
don’t accidentally fall into water with a man of God, not realizing what you are doing. It takes calculated effort. The time and place
must be coordinated, and the logistics must be navigated. As mentioned earlier, newborn believers in China have risked life and
freedom to find the joy of baptism in an icy river at midnight. What is it that compels a truly born-again person to desire this act
of obedience? This is a mystery that can be explained only by the working of the Holy Spirit within someone’s heart.
In Acts 8, Philip had been sharing the Good News with an Ethiopian eunuch, whose his mind had been opened to the Savior
through the writings of Isaiah. We pick up our story in verses 36 and 38: “As they rode along, they came to some water, and the
eunuch said, “Look! There’s some water. Why can’t I be baptized?” He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the
water, and Philip baptized him.” What a beautiful picture of someone recognizing Jesus as their Savior and being overwhelmed
with the desire to follow His lordship in baptism! The eunuch was a powerful man, yet he didn’t hesitate to go down into the first
ditch he saw in order to prove his surrender to the lordship of Christ.
When people “get saved” yet have no desire to follow the Lord in baptism, something has misfired in their experience. Either
they heard an incomplete halfGospel, or they heard the real Gospel and didn’t truly surrender their lives to Christ. Many today
would say, “It is not up to us to judge their hearts,” but actually, by their failure to obey Christ in New Testament baptism, we can
most accurately judge their hearts! There are no “different experiences” to complicate this very simple command of our Lord.
There is no room for “different expressions.” There is either obedience to our Lord Jesus or disregard for His command.
I know this type of perspective seems very narrow-minded to some. However, I remind you that it is a narrow way being asked
of all who willingly accept the work of Christ’s cross and follow after Him.

Tithing: The Long-Term Test
Just seeing the word tithing written above in big bold letters is enough to send a shiver down the spine of many believers. As
in my earlier statement on baptism, I want to reiterate that I do not believe tithing is necessary to be saved, but I do believe with
all my heart that it is the greatest test of your long-term submission to the lordship of Christ. It is a tangible test of your heart
before God for the remainder of your earthly journey. There is never a point where the tithe does not force you to make a decision
to choose God over money. Once again I must reflect on the brilliance of our God to institute such a test where it affects us the
most—in our wallets!
For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects
of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things.
—Matthew 23:23, emphasis added
The tithe is something God instituted all the way back in Old Testament times through the faith of Abraham (see Genesis
14:20). The tithe was not first given as a command, but it was offered as a sign of honor to God when Abram returned home from
battle and gave one-tenth of all he had gained to Melchizedek (a type of Jesus). The tithe is something that we as believers no
longer offer begrudgingly as a command of the law, but rather, it is an act of obedience to display our faith in God’s provision and
lordship in our lives. I don’t know about you, but every time I write that check or click that giving icon, something inside of the old
Joel just doesn’t like it! I marvel at the simplicity of this whole concept and its ability to test my innermost desire to submit my life
to God.
Maybe you are reading this book and realize you have fallen short in this important arena of lordship in your life and need to
get back on track. I encourage you to go back to reading the Gospels, particularly the account of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, and see if you do not find fresh motivation for surrendering your life in all completeness to Him. You may find the
tithe gives great joy to your spirit man (though it may always be uncomfortable for your flesh) as you tangibly prove your love for
the one who “though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine
privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled
himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross” (Phil. 2:6–8).

What a privilege to serve Him! What an honor to prove in some small way the reciprocation of our love toward Him for all He
has done for us!

BORN TO MATURE: DISCIPLESHIP
So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again. Let us go on instead and become mature in
our understanding.
—Hebrews 6:1
When someone has truly been born again, that person becomes a new creation in Christ; old things have passed away, and
a new life has begun (2 Cor. 5:17). This new life, much like the natural life we were physically born into, requires us to grow into
maturity in Christ. This is the true function of the fivefold ministry given in Ephesians 4:12 and 13 “to equip God’s people to do his
work and build up the church” so that “we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ”
(emphasis added).
There is a process of maturity that follows the new birth experience that must take place in order for believers to become who
the Lord has created them to be. They cannot simply wallow in spiritual infancy, allowing the works of the flesh to dominate their
spiritual walk. With no momentum toward spiritual maturity, it will not be long before the newfound relationship with Christ is
crowded out by the cares of this world or the heat of persecution. This is another reason the full Gospel must be preached: so that
new believers are equipped with the proper spiritual DNA to withstand the hardships and temptations that are sure to come.

NEW HEART, NEW DESIRES
And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give
you a tender, responsive heart. And I will put my Spirit in you so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my
regulations.
—Ezekiel 36:26–27
The first step toward becoming a real believer immediately follows the new-birth experience: the old heart is removed and a
new heart imparted that has right desires toward the things of God. If a person is not given a new heart, then he or she will hopelessly attempt to please God with a heart that craves sin and wickedness. This will not work! Many times the new believer must
spend a season of time (days, months, years even) allowing the Lord to “pour in the oil and the wine, the kind that restores the
soul,” as the old song says. In the story of the Good Samaritan, the man rescued on the road to Jericho needed time to heal. First,
he was ministered to by the Good Samaritan himself, who represents Jesus. This is the supernatural work that happens at salvation.
But things don’t end there. The rescued soul must be brought to an inn and given care until fully healed. How many times have
we received people into the kingdom of God and rejoiced that they were saved, but never properly made sure that they were fully
healed? Once they receive the forgiveness, deliverance, and inner healing they need to be strong believers, we can then, and only
then, help them to move forward in the maturing process.
Please note that those who are not healed in their hearts will never grow to maturity in Christ and thus never fulfill their
God-given destinies. Many churches have become glorified nurseries for baby Christians who are forever doomed to immaturity
and uselessness in the kingdom because of hearts that are not healed. However, God promised Ezekiel that He would give a new
heart, a heart that is tender and responsive to Him. We must be vigilant to see that all new believers receive this new heart in a radical salvation experience and lay hold of the full healing and restoration needed to begin the journey of maturity in Christ.

MILK IS GOOD, BUT MEAT IS BETTER
For someone who lives on milk is still an infant and doesn’t know how to do what is right.
—Hebrews 5:13
I had to feed you with milk, not with solid food, because you weren’t ready for anything stronger. And you still aren’t
ready.

—1 Corinthians 3:2

Once we have dealt with the heart (not that we won’t have to guard our hearts for life), we deal with the main component for
actual growth of a new believer—the Word of God. The Word has everything we could ever need for spiritual growth. I have nothing against books and resources—this very book is meant to be a resource—but nothing substitutes for the living, breathing Word
of God that perfectly reveals Jesus, the living Word (see John 1).
Paul makes reference to milk and meat in his description of how those who are young in the Lord process the Word of God.
Like a small child, they need it in small doses administered regularly and frequently. In other words, they need lots of the Word in
bite-sized amounts that can be easily digested. Let me be clear. There is absolutely nothing wrong with the milk of the Word, for it
is indeed the Word. But this stage is meant to be only a phase, not a consistent diet for the life of the believer. What kind of person
would ever grow to physical maturity by drinking only milk? At some point, he or she must take in something of substance.
If the diet of the believer is nothing but milk, then the fruit of the believer will always be immaturity. The writer of Hebrews
goes on to say in 5:14, “Solid food is for those who are mature, who through training have the skill to recognize the difference between right and wrong.” This means that believers who are never exposed to the solid food of the Word will never be able to recognize the difference between right and wrong for themselves. This opens the door to great confusion and deception, and the enemy
can wreak havoc the first time they are presented with a difficult situation. This leads further to much spiritual hand-holding in the
body of Christ that goes far beyond the normal range of spiritual adolescence. For men and women of God with the responsibility
to teach and preach God’s Word, there must be emphasis on feeding the flock a diet of solid food. Then the sheep can be empowered to live their lives recognizing the schemes of the evil one.
One of the halfGospel traps is a watered-down diet of “sugar drinks” that taste great at the point of consumption but once
ingested react with the spirit man in a negative manner. These sugar drinks are self-centered messages that coddle people to make
them feel comfortable and secure in their spirituality while in reality sabotaging any chance of genuine spiritual development.
Messages of this nature have invaded our churches and paralyzed the body of Christ from ever becoming missional.
This would be like the military holding parties on the base for the soldiers when the time of war was upon them. We are in a
real battle, and the call for laborers has gone forth from our Supreme Commander. Will we equip and mature people to go out to
fight for the Lord in this great war for the souls of men, or will we entertain them on the base with messages of self-help and relationship advice? Don’t get me wrong. There is a time and place for these things, but when they are continually at the forefront of
our preaching, we need to examine our motives and allow the Holy Spirit to reveal where we have drifted from the divine mandate
to mature.

PINNACLE OF MATURITY
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
—Matthew 9:36–38 ESV
The pinnacle of spiritual development and the end goal for every new believer is to come into the revelation of God’s call on
their life to be a laborer in the harvest fields of eternity. This is where we observe the Gospel coming full circle in its potency and
potential. If things are started incorrectly or incompletely with a halfGospel, then this circle will never be completed. But when
that glorious Gospel is preached in all its rawness and fullness of zoe life, those who hear, respond, and apply themselves to the
process of maturity will undoubtedly find themselves in the final category of Jesus’ parable. They will produce a mighty harvest,
thirty, sixty, and hundred times as much as was planted!
The ultimate goal of all leadership in Christ must be to this end. If we are not seeing people actively move into this role, then
we have a breakdown in our approach. Many of the shortcomings present in the modern-day culture of the church begin with the
genesis of the process and the abandonment of preaching the full truth. As the halfGospel has crept into our messages, churches,
and very philosophy of life, our discipleship efforts have become impotent and, sadly, many times nonexistent.
Part or all of the motivation of preaching a halfGospel has been in the name of church growth. This same motivation keeps
leaders from focusing on releasing anyone into maturity and spiritual usefulness in hopes that the person will remain an infant
and dependent upon them for guidance and leadership. You may think that no one would ever intentionally do this, but I submit
to you that nine out of ten pastors would rather have a volunteer for their church than a laborer for the harvest! There is nothing
wrong with volunteers, but Jesus never said to pray for volunteers to serve in the parking lot. He did say, however, to pray that the
Lord would thrust laborers into His harvest fields. This may be a radical shift for you in your thinking, but I pray the Holy Spirit

would quicken these words to your heart and reveal His true intention for the body of Christ.

Chapter 5
If you love me, obey my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will
never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him
and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in you.
—John 14:15–17
Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift
he promised, as I told you before. John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
—Acts 1:4–5
As soon as they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then when Paul laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in other tongues and prophesied.
—Acts 19:5–6

WE NEED THE HOLY SPIRIT!
At five years of age, I was baptized on a Sunday evening in the sanctuary of our church by my father, Pastor Larry Stockstill.
Being the oldest child in my family and the oldest grandchild in the Stockstill clan, it was a big occasion. I still remember that day
as clearly as if it were yesterday. I was barely tall enough to stand in the baptistery (that I had swum in many times!) as my father
called for me to join him in the large tank. He then dunked me under the water, and as I came up out of those waters, something
supernatural happened to me. It was nothing planned or contrived, but a real encounter with the living God by an innocent child
who knew nothing but Jesus.
As my little head emerged from the water, a heavenly language burst out of my mouth. What an exhilarating thing to instantaneously and fluently speak another language! And this wasn’t just any language—it was the language of heaven. This was the same
language that was spoken by the apostles on the day of Pentecost, filled the apostle Paul in Damascus, guided millions of believers
through hundreds of years, and revisited this planet in an unprecedented way through Brother William J. Seymour in the Azusa
Street Revival over one hundred years ago. This same language was now mine to use at any time I needed or wanted. Life couldn’t
get any better!
Something in the Gospel causes us to long for the promise of the Holy Spirit—His comfort, His counsel, His touch, His power, His gifts, and of course His fruit. I liken the baptism of the Holy Spirit to the desire of a small child to communicate in the new
world of life that he or she is daily discovering. The language of heaven is the natural desire of all who are born again and start the
spiritual journey of communicating with a living God. Jesus never intended for us to go without the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit. He did not want the apostles to do anything with the Gospel until they had the Holy Spirit dwelling within them and the
ability to stir up the inner man with boldness from on high.
It never ceases to amaze me how the baptism of the Holy Spirit so beautifully complements the process of redemption. In
Acts 10:44, we read, “Even as Peter was saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the message.” This
clearly shows that the same Holy Spirit who convicts, convinces, and refreshes in the process of receiving the Good News is the
same Holy Spirit who fills the new believer with a baptism of empowerment that is evident by the speaking of other tongues. (For
more on this important topic, I recommend Tongues Beyond the Upper Room by Kenneth Hagin Sr.).
Many today have disregarded or belittled this marvelous experience in deference to the intellectual preference of man. But
make no mistake—this precious baptism defies all logic but makes perfect sense to those who are born again by faith. It is received
by faith and exercised by that same precious faith. It is not something sovereign that either exerts itself or not, but a yielding of a
human vessel to an already eager Holy Spirit.
Sadly, many ministers and believers today, who were saved and baptized in the Holy Spirit and once spoke openly of it, now
never speak of their past experience for fear of rejection. They seem to have no desire to give to others the greatest gift Jesus left
behind. If we are going to extinguish the halfGospel, then we must quit preaching Jesus without the person He left behind to oversee the church—the Holy Spirit.

Genesis 24 is a beautiful illustration of this truth. Abraham (a type of the Father) sent his most trusted servant, Eleazar (the
Holy Spirit), to find a bride for his only son, Isaac (Jesus). Eleazar was the one who found the bride, persuaded her to go with him,
educated her about the bridegroom, and finally brought her to the bridegroom. What an illustration of our need for the Holy Spirit! Without Eleazar, Rebekah would have been a good girl in a foreign land who had no clue about the man who would become her
husband. Without the work of the Holy Spirit, we would drift aimlessly with no clue of our heavenly bridegroom. We would never
know of Him, desire to see Him, or learn how to please Him. But praise be to the great God of heaven and earth who so brilliantly
provided for us a great comforter and counselor in the person of the Holy Spirit!

THE HEART OF WORSHIP
Once we have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, He will always bring the focus toward Jesus. The Spirit’s presence is the
greatest treasure we have in this earthly experience as a believer. One day I was eating at my favorite restaurant in Baton Rouge,
which is a Greek and Lebanese restaurant, and one of the workers approached me about an “all faiths” prayer meeting. The timing
was after the 9\11 attack, and people were hungry for spiritual things in an uncertain time. Being a Muslim, he knew that I was a
Christian minister and wanted to see if I would participate with Buddhists and other religions in a prayer gathering to these different gods.
I seized the opportunity to say something to this man about my Savior. The question came flying out of my mouth before I
even realized it: “Have you ever felt the presence of Muhammad?” He looked at me with a puzzled expression, so I repeated the
question. As if the terminology was totally foreign to him, he continued to look at me with a blank expression on his face. As Jesus
did to Peter in John 21:17, I questioned him a third time: “Have you ever felt the presence of your god Muhammad?” With a look
of bewilderment on his face, he asked me what I meant by this question. Here was a man who had diligently served the prophet
and the god he represents, Allah, for his entire life but had never felt his presence or even known what contact with the supernatural was. He simply trusted that along with his natural experience here on earth, he would one day have a supernatural experience
in the afterlife. What misguided faith!
We are privileged to know the presence of our Master. When we are radically saved—for there is really no other type of salvation—something in us longs for fellowship with the Lord. His presence is something we innately seek from the very first moment
we are born again.
Recently I had the joy of visiting my sister after the birth of her first child, a beautiful little girl name Fiona. Arriving only
several hours after the birth, I entered the room to find the newborn resting peacefully on the chest of her proud mother. Not only
was this beautiful to see, but something about it really spoke to me. The staff had instructed my sister to allow the baby to rest in
this way immediately following the birth because it would provide comfort and also assist in establishing a healthy rhythm for the
newborn baby’s heartbeat. Wow, what a parallel! When someone has heard the full Gospel and received it by faith, the best place
for them to be is in the presence of their God. In His presence, the newly born-again believer can find rest from the trials of life
and discover the heartbeat of God.
This is why participation in church services, prayer meetings, and personal times of devotion are critical for new believers. If
there is no desire for these things, then they have not yet been born again. They may be close, but they have not yet entered the
spiritual life that Jesus paid for on the cross and partaken of the joy of resting in His everlasting arms of love. There in His arms
they will find the refreshing of His presence, the joy of His love, and the strength of His embrace. The halfGospel, however, has
robbed countless would-be believers of the indescribable experience of resting right next to God’s heart. God help us to preach this
glorious Gospel in all its fullness. We dare not rob those who are hungry of the promise that they might be filled to overflowing
with the goodness of an almighty God!

PASSION FOR THE LOST
The previous two aspects that follow the full-Gospel experience (desire for the Holy Spirit and desire for closeness with God)
share common ground with the final thing we will discuss. They all happen spontaneously following the new-birth experience.
These desires can grow and develop as the believer follows after the Lord in greater maturity but nonetheless are present and functioning the moment someone is born again.
The desire of highest value is the desire to see others rescued from sin and brought into the marvelous light of the Gospel.
When someone leaves a place of torment and finds a place of rest and peace, they will be forever grateful. If they know others are
in that same place and could be rescued, they will not rest until they have helped them find the wonderful haven of peace that they
themselves have discovered. Herein lies another neglected aspect of the halfGospel.
In Luke 16:19–31, Jesus told a story about a rich man and a poor man named Lazarus. Lazarus died and went to paradise,
while the rich man passed into a place of torment. The rich man saw Lazarus with Abraham and asked him to send Lazarus with
water to cool his tongue from the unquenchable flames. However, because of a great separating them, his request was denied. The
rich man then begged for someone to go to his brothers on earth and warn them of the impending doom that awaited them after
life on earth.

This story highlights the truth that even those in the place of torment wish for the chance to rescue loved ones from the fate
that awaits those who reject the work of the cross. When someone hears the Good News and receives it by faith, they enter the rest
of knowing they will live forever in the presence of God. This is the greatest comfort in the world to those inheriting eternal life.
But this fact alone is not enough.
Our loved ones, friends, coworkers, and anyone else we encounter should have the same opportunity to escape the judgment
awaiting, for “we all fall short of God’s glorious standard” (Rom. 3:23). There should be a burning fire of desire in our hearts to
persuade any and all to leave the life of sin behind for the glory of redemption in Christ. However, if all we offer is a halfGospel,
we are offering a faulty road map. They will never arrive in the land of peace and rest but will stumble in a circular path that leads
right back to the place where they started, a place of doom and impending destruction.
We bear a great responsibility to “be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might” (Eph. 6:10 NKJV) and deliver the full
Gospel to all who are perishing. If they refuse this “message of life” (Acts 5:20), then their judgment will be upon their own heads.
But as God warned the prophet Ezekiel, “[If] you fail to deliver the warning [of impending death and judgment], they will die in
their sins. And I will hold you responsible for their deaths” (Ezek. 3:18).
This is no joke! This is an awesome responsibility. The good news is that you do not have to conjure up the desire to tell others
about the rescuing, redeeming work of the cross. The desire to tell others is already within you, placed there when you were born
again as a new creation. Just as you didn’t have to tell your physical body to develop and grow, neither do you have to manufacture
a desire to reach the lost. When the Lord has truly saved you from the imminent destruction of sin, you cannot hold back. You
don’t have to retrain or refocus this desire, using the reasoning of man to make things more appealing. Simply allow the Holy Spirit to nurture and even provoke this supernatural desire within you.
We are supernatural beings with a supernatural God who has impregnated us with the desire to see souls brought to Him. Just
as humans are born with reproductive desires instinctively built into their DNA, so the Gospel DNA automatically produces desire
for others to come into the saving knowledge of Christ.

CALL TO ACTION
Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go for us?”
I said, “Here I am. Send me.”
And he said, “Yes, go, and say to this people . . .
—Isaiah 6:8–9
One day as these men were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Dedicate Barnabas and Saul for the
special work to which I have called them.”
—Acts 13:2
Jesus sent out the twelve apostles with these instructions: . . . “Go and announce to them that the Kingdom of Heaven is
near. Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons. Give as freely as you have received!
—Matthew 10:5, 7–8
After you have absorbed this prophetic release, it is my prayer that you would be stirred to reexamine your approach to presenting the Gospel. The church has had enough of the halfGospel, and the fruit of this mistake is evident. Yes, many ministers have
never strayed from the fullness of the Gospel, but many others have backed away from the Gospel that so radically changed their
lives. This has propagated a generation of ministers with no clue as to the true way.
Now is the time to correct this misstep, to back up and realize our shortcomings. This process has begun in my own heart and
will continue to be a measuring stick for my ministry till the day I go home to be with the Lord. It is so easy to start down the path
of popularity and man’s view of success without even realizing we have abandoned God’s Spirit and the true prompting of salvation
through conviction.

It is my challenge today—and I feel from God’s Spirit as well— for each of us to examine our heart afresh and get back into the
Bible for instruction on what truly makes up the plan of redemption and how to best communicate the Gospel in its raw form. We
don’t need to cook it up, dehydrate it, cover it in sugar or cheese, and then try to persuade people to try it. We need to display the
potency of God’s love, expressed through the crucified and risen Savior, for the world to see. Then they can decide for themselves
whether this Jesus is worthy of their lives. They can count the cost of abandoning all for the sake of the Messiah’s call and decide
whether our God is going to become their Lord.
All attempts to change or update this Gospel will end in ultimate failure and actually put us further behind in advancing the
kingdom. There are no shortcuts in life, and when it comes to the Gospel, this couldn’t be truer. Paul said 1 Corinthians 1:21,
“Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the world would never know him through human wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to save those who believe” (emphasis added). This verse and the entire passage surrounding it exhort us to put not our faith
in the ways of man and the reasoning of the human mind. We must hold to the path of righteousness that defies human logic and
step off the cliff of natural thinking onto the unseen planks of faith that bridge the great divide between the natural world and our
supernatural God.
For those of you who are ministers, who consistently preach the Gospel, I exhort you to constantly ask the Holy Spirit to coach
you in placing the Gospel in all its fullness on display every time you take the sacred desk. If you are not a minister or do not often
have an opportunity to formally preach, I exhort you to pursue an understanding of God’s full plan of redemption. Don’t ever waver from the simplicity of the Gospel. Don’t get caught up in high-sounding nonsense that pretends to be the right way but is really
a slick path to distraction or, even worse, destruction.
My prayer today is that you would be forever changed by the words of this humble book. These are not the words of a man
who knows it all, but the words of a bond servant of the Lord Jesus who burns with passion for His bride. By no means is this an
exhaustive study on this subject or a theological treatise, but it is an act of obedience to a loving Master. I leave you with the passage of Scripture that has had the greatest impact on my preaching ministry over the last sixteen years. May it guide you to the
fullness of this glorious Gospel that has been entrusted to our stewardship for this moment in time.
When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty words and impressive wisdom to tell you God’s
secret plan. For I decided that while I was with you I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified.
I came to you in weakness—timid and trembling. And my message and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using
clever and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. I did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God.
—1 Corinthians 2:1–5
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